
 

www.bridgevilleboro.com      425 Bower Hill Road 
         Bridgeville, PA 15017-2379 
         Telephone:  412.221.6012 
         Fax:       412.257.8854 
 
RE: Backwater Valve Maintenance Reminder 
 
Dear Property Owner, 
 
 This is a friendly reminder that your sanitary sewer backwater valve (backflow preventer) needs 
to be maintained for them to properly work. 
 
 Enclosed is a quick guide on their maintenance that was previously provided to you with the 
ownership agreement, and to summarize the process, the steps are generally as follows: 
 

1. Remove threaded plug 
2. Loosen but do not remove the stainless-steel thumb screw in the upper collar 
3. Note approximate location of thumb screw and opposing notch at this time for the correct 

repositioning of the insert pipe during reinstallation 
4. Using the finger hole provided above thumb screw, extract the insert pipe and attached 

flapper assembly 
5. Clean any debris that has built up in the valve body or has been trapped by the flapper 
6. Inspect the flapper for any deterioration or damage 
7. Replace flapper is any deterioration is observed. 
8. Remove any solids at the bottom of the riser pipe with hose. 
9. Reinstall assembly. 
10. Manufacturer recommends 3-month inspection interval under normal use 

 
If your flapper needs to be replaced, they are available at Atlas Clay & Metal Products in 

Pittsburgh, they can be reached at 412-321-1852.  If this work is beyond your abilities, please contact a 
registered plumber. 

 
A second reminder about the backflow preventer is that during flooding events or excessive 

rainfall that basement flooding would be expected, it is anticipated that the backflow preventer is in 
operation.  During these times, limit use of water within the home such as doing laundry or dishes as this 
water is trapped in the sewer lateral pipe until the water level in the sewer mainline goes back down. 

 
Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call me at the number above or email me 

at jkauer@bridgevilleboro.com. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
THE BOROUGH OF BRIDGEVILLE 
 
 
 
Joseph Kauer 
Borough Manager 
 
Enclosure: Backwater Valve Maintenance Guide 
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